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Woongarrah - Suburb Profile 

A Comprehensive Overview of  a Growing Central Coast Community  

Woongarrah, nestled in the heart of the Central Coast of New South Wales, is a suburb 

that seamlessly blends tranquil residential living with convenience and connectivity. Over 

the past two decades, Woongarrah has transformed from rural farmland and bushland 

into a vibrant, family-friendly community, attracting residents with its modern amenities, 

spacious homes, and easy access to beaches, shops, and transport links. This suburb 

profile delves into the unique character, infrastructure, lifestyle, and future prospects that 

make Woongarrah a standout choice for families, professionals, and investors alike. 

Location and Geography 

Woongarrah is situated approximately 90 kilometres north of Sydney and around 60 

kilometres south of Newcastle, positioning it perfectly between two of New South Wales’ 

most significant urban centres. The suburb is located within the Central Coast Council 

local government area and enjoys proximity to the Pacific Motorway (M1), which provides 

a direct route for commuters heading north to Newcastle or south to Sydney. 

Bordering the suburbs of Hamlyn Terrace, Warnervale, Wadalba, and Halloran, 

Woongarrah enjoys a blend of suburban tranquillity and strategic accessibility. The 

landscape is characterised by gently rolling hills, pockets of bushland, and a growing 

number of landscaped parks and playgrounds, making it ideal for families and outdoor 

enthusiasts. 

History and Development 

Historically, Woongarrah was predominantly agricultural, known for its poultry farms, 

small-scale cattle holdings, and open acreage. The area began to experience significant 

residential development in the late 1990s and 2000s, spurred on by the Central Coast’s 

population growth and the expansion of infrastructure such as the Warnervale railway 

station and the Pacific Motorway. 

New estates and housing developments have rapidly replaced farmland, bringing with 

them modern streetscapes, playgrounds, and community facilities. The suburb’s growth 

has been thoughtfully planned, focusing on creating open spaces and recreational areas 

that foster a strong sense of community. 

Demographics 

Woongarrah’s population is diverse, reflecting the broader multicultural nature of the 

Central Coast. The suburb is particularly popular with young families, couples, and 

retirees who appreciate the spacious homes, peaceful streets, and proximity to quality 

schools and amenities. The majority of housing in Woongarrah consists of detached 

single-family homes, many of which are only a few years old, featuring contemporary 

designs and generous outdoor areas. 
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The median age of residents is in the low to mid-30s, with a high proportion of children 

under 15, making Woongarrah one of the more youthful suburbs in the region. There is 

also a growing number of professionals and commuters who are drawn to the suburb for 

its affordability compared to Sydney, combined with the ability to work remotely or 

commute for work. 

Property and Housing 

Woongarrah’s real estate market is characterised by modern, spacious homes set on 

larger-than-average blocks for the Central Coast. The suburb offers excellent value for 

money, with median house prices generally lower than those in Sydney, yet higher than 

some neighbouring suburbs due to the quality and newness of the housing stock. 

Home styles range from single-level brick homes to expansive double-storey properties 

with landscaped gardens, open-plan living spaces, and multiple bedrooms. Many homes 

feature upgraded fixtures, outdoor entertaining areas, and enough yard space for children 

or pets. 

Renters are also well catered for, with a mix of freestanding homes and some townhouses, 

although the suburb remains predominantly owner-occupied. The continued 

development of residential estates is likely to see further diversity in the housing mix 

over the coming years. 

Education 

Families in Woongarrah have access to a range of educational options, both within the 

suburb and in neighbouring areas. The suburb is home to the well-regarded Mackillop 

Catholic College, catering for students from kindergarten through to Year 12. 

Additionally, Woongarrah Public School provides excellent primary education, fostering 

a supportive and engaging learning environment. 

Secondary students are serviced by several high schools in the wider district, including 

Warnervale Public School and Lakes Grammar – An Anglican School. Tertiary education 

is accessible via the University of Newcastle’s Central Coast campus in Ourimbah, a short 

drive south. 

Amenities and Shopping 

Woongarrah offers residents all the essential amenities for day-to-day living. While the 

suburb itself is largely residential, shopping needs are readily met by nearby facilities. 

The local precinct includes a Woolworths supermarket, specialty stores, cafes, and 

medical services, centred around the Warnervale Town Centre and the nearby Lake Haven 

Shopping Centre. 

Lake Haven Shopping Centre is the main retail hub for the area, hosting major 

supermarkets, department stores, pharmacies, and a variety of eateries. Additional 

shopping, dining, and entertainment options can be found in Wyong and Tuggerah, both 

only a short drive away. 
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Transport and Connectivity 

One of Woongarrah’s strongest selling points is its excellent transport connectivity. The 

suburb is serviced by local bus routes linking to neighbouring suburbs and major train 

stations. The nearby Warnervale railway station provides frequent services along the 

Central Coast and Newcastle Line, allowing commuters to reach Sydney or Newcastle 

CBDs efficiently. 

Road access is equally convenient, with quick links to the Pacific Motorway, facilitating 

north-south travel. Ample parking and well-maintained roads contribute to the suburb’s 

appeal for commuters and families with multiple vehicles. 

Parks, Recreation, and Lifestyle 

Woongarrah is designed with outdoor living in mind. The suburb boasts numerous parks, 

playgrounds, and sporting fields, providing ample space for children to play, families to 

gather, and residents to stay active. Popular green spaces include Woongarrah Sports 

Complex and local reserves dotted throughout the suburb. 

Nature lovers are spoiled for choice, with beautiful bushwalking trails, cycle paths, and 

picnic areas in nearby bushland. For water lovers, stunning beaches such as Soldiers 

Beach, Norah Head, and The Entrance are all less than a 20-minute drive away, offering 

surfing, swimming, and coastal walks. 

Community spirit is strong in Woongarrah, with local sports clubs, fitness groups, and 

regular events contributing to a vibrant social life. The suburb’s design encourages 

neighbourly interaction, with quiet streets, cul-de-sacs, and family-friendly public spaces. 

Healthcare and Services 

Residents of Woongarrah have access to a comprehensive range of health and medical 

services. Local medical centres and dental clinics cater to everyday needs, while the 

Wyong Hospital—just a few kilometres away—provides emergency care, specialist 

services, and maternity facilities. 

Pharmacies, allied health practitioners, and family health clinics are located in nearby 

shopping centres, ensuring that quality healthcare is always close at hand. 

Future Growth and Development 

Woongarrah’s future is bright, with ongoing development projects poised to further 

enhance the suburb’s liveability. Planned upgrades to transport infrastructure, additional 

schools, and new community facilities are expected as the population grows. The suburb 

is part of the Central Coast’s broader strategic plan for sustainable growth, which includes 

preserving green spaces, improving amenities, and supporting local businesses. 

Investment in infrastructure is likely to increase property values over time, making 

Woongarrah an attractive option not only for families but also for investors seeking long-

term growth. 
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Why Choose Woongarrah? 

Woongarrah’s appeal lies in its balanced lifestyle: modern homes, excellent schools, 

convenient transport, and a strong sense of community, all within easy reach of natural 

beauty and urban amenities. Whether you’re raising a family, seeking a peaceful 

retirement, or searching for a smart investment, Woongarrah offers an enviable 

combination of space, comfort, and opportunity. 

As the Central Coast continues to expand, Woongarrah’s profile is set to rise, making it 

a suburb to watch for those looking to embrace a modern Australian lifestyle in a 

welcoming and dynamic community. 
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